Ring chromosome 4 in a child with mild dysmorphic signs.
We report on an 8-year-old boy exhibiting microcephaly, clinodactyly and growth retardation. Chromosome analysis showed a ring chromosome 4 in 97% of the cells and a high number of hyperploid cells with various ring formations. The breakpoints are presumed to be close to or in the telomeric regions of both arms. The patients reported with ring chromosome 4 and breakpoints close to the telomeres of both arms showed unspecific, mild clinical findings with normal or retarded mental development. These signs are probably related to the continuous generation of aneuploid cells.